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BACKUP
I. Middle East

SOVIET REACTIONS

A Soviet military delegation headed by the Chief of Staff, General
Viktor Kulikov, arrived in Iraq on 27 November on a five-day visit. The
visit was scheduled some weeks ago and is to be followed by another visit by
Marshal Grechko. Presumably, the primary purpose of these trips is to review
Iraqi use of Soviet arms and assess further Iraqi requirements. Kulikov may

also have reviewed the Kurdish-Iraqi confrontation.

Approved For Release 2003/08/04 : CIA-RDP93T01468R)00100050002-25

25X1

25X1



25X1

Approved Fodelease 2003/08/04 : CIA-RDP93T01468R0+)0100050002-2 25X1

3 December 1974

BACKUP
I. Middle East (cont'd)
IRAQ-IRAN

2a. Combat activity between the Iraqi army and Kurdish rebels continues
unabated in the Kurdistan area. The precise situation on the ground is unclear,
but it is evident that the recent Iraqi offensive has sputtered out and they
have gone into a defensive posture with the Kurds now holding the initiative.
There are indications that the rebels are now gearing up for a winter offensive
and it is likely that they will be able to retake the territory that they lost
to the Iraqis during the past few months. Also, winter weather appears to be
setting into the Kurdistan region and this situation will favor the lightly - 925X1
armed and mobile Kurdish irregular forces more than the Iraqi army. Snow and
rain, for example, will tend to confine Iraqi armor to the roads and will in-
terfere with their ability to employ their air power effectively.

2b. The Kurds will probably be able to sustain winter offensive opera-
tions as long as the Iranian government continues its policy of providing
logistic backup and fire support. The continuation of Iranian fire support
to the Kurds, and particularly the presence of Iranian artillery elements on
Iraqi soil, could provoke a serious military confrontation between Baghdad and
Tehran in the Kurdistan region. Iraqi threats to bomb targets in Iraq could
become a reality if the Baathist government becomes frustrated with the turn
of events in the border regions. 25X1
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1 The Committee concludes that there will be
2 no military attack on the United States or
3 its overseas forces in the near future.
4 Subjects of immediate concern are discussed 25X1
5 below. 25X1
6
25X1
7 1. Middle East
20 2. The Iragi government's offensive against the Kurds in
21 northeast Irag appears to have spent itself, and the rebels
22 appear to be planning to initiate a winter offensive during
23 which they will probably regain the territory they lost to
24 the Iragis. Some danger of a military confrontation between
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Iragi and Iranian forces along their common border will re-
main as long as Iranian army units are committed on Iraqi
territory in direct support of the rebel forces. 25X1
IT. USSR~-Eastern Europe
25X1

3. We see no indications of hostile intent in the military

activity of the USSR or other Warsaw Pact nations.
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A Soviet military delegation headed by the Chief of Staff, General
Viktor Kulikov, arrived in Iraq on 27 November on a five-day visit. The
visit was scheduled some weeks ago and is to be followed by another visit by
Marshal Grechko. Presumably, the primary purpose of these trips is to review
Iraqi use of Soviet arms and assess further Iraqi requirements. Kulikov may
also have reviewed the Kurdish-Iraqi confrontation. 25X1
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BACKUP
I. Middle East (cont'd)
TRAQ-IRAN
2a, Combat activity between the Iraqi army and Kurdish rebels continues

unabated in the Kurdistan area. The precise situation on the ground is unclear,

but it is evident that the recent Iraqi offensive has sputtered out and they

have gone into a defensive posture with the Kurds now holding the initiative.

There are indications that the rebels are now gearing up for a winter offensive

and it is likely that they will be able to retake the territory that they lost

to the Iraqis during the past few months. Also, winter weather appears to be

setting into the Kurdistan region and this situation will favor the lightly - 25X1
armed and mobile Kurdish irregular forces more than the Iraql army. Snow and

rain, for example, will tend to confine Iraqi armor to the roads and will in-

terfere with their ability to employ their air power effectively. |

2b. The Kurds will probably be able to sustain winter offensive opera-
tions as long as the Iranlan government continues its policy of providing
logistic backup and fire support. The continuation of Iranian fire support
to the Kurds, and particularly the presence of Iranian artillery elements on
Iraqi soil, could provoke a serious military confrontation between Baghdad and
Tehran in the Kurdistan region. Iraqi threats to bomb targets in Iraq could
become a reality if the Baathist government becomes frustrated with the turn
of events in the border regions. 25X1
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